
Speak Up for Trails - Provincial Election 2021
Summary of Party Responses

A survey was sent to the following provincial parties in advance of the provincial election
including the Green, Liberal, NDP and PC parties.

1. How committed are you to the goals of the Shared Strategy for Trails (SST) in Nova Scotia?

Hike NS supports the main goals of the SST including: ensuring provincial government contributions to trails are
efficient and effective; diversifying, enlarging, and stabilizing the financial base for trails; securing access to
strategic lands and waterways for trails; promoting our trails.

Hike NS believes the provincial government has to assume a leadership role in developing funding improvements
that make trail funding more stable and predictable for trail groups; rather than “competing” for grant funding every
year, trail managers need the financial freedom to be able to plan their maintenance and development projects with
confidence.

Hike NS believes the provincial government needs to assume a leadership role in acquiring strategic lands for
recreation and conservation while supporting local organizations to look after these lands.

Hike NS believes the provincial government needs to assume a leadership role in promoting trails,  parks and
protected areas.

Liberal PC NDP
The Liberals are “committed to
expanding trail access.”

The PCs will “increase Tourism
marketing budget by $2 million” and
“reduce variables that impede trails’
ability to exist and grow.”

The NDP “will ensure that the
goals of the Shared Strategy for
Trails are fulfilled and potentially
expanded.”

2. Do you support increased funding for volunteer, community-based trail groups to maintain and build
trails?

Hike NS believes the provincial government has to assume a leadership role in developing funding improvements
so volunteers can focus on maintaining and developing trails – as trail use increases (especially post-Covid)
volunteer groups will need increased funding to maintain what we already have as well as expand trail systems to
increase capacity.

Liberal PC NDP
The Liberals will “continue supports
for trail development.”

The PCs state funding “will have to
be reviewed upon forming the
government. We are in support of
growing this sector and are eager to
explore all options.”

The NDP says “yes”. It is
“committed to funding and
supporting programs that make
personal active transportation
infrastructure available and
accessible.” It is also “committed to
completing the Blue Route active
transit network by 2030.”

3. Do you have a plan to better fund trails and related infrastructure in provincial parks and protected
areas?

The Parks and Recreation Division of Lands and Forestry and the Protected Areas and Ecosystems Branch of
Environment and Climate Change have been drastically reduced and are now understaffed and underfunded
leading to deficiencies, when we need it most. A fully funded and staffed Parks and Recreation Division and
Protected Areas and Ecosystems Branch provide leadership in trail design and planning and planning resources. It
Would allow these departments to keep up with trail maintenance and development in parks and protected areas.
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Hike NS applauds expenditures at Cape Split, for example, but provincially significant trails like Cape Chignecto,
North River Falls and Cape Smokey could all benefit from increased maintenance. There are trails in popular
protected areas, like Duncan’s Cove and Humes River, that need formalized trail infrastructure.

Liberal PC NDP
The Liberals “will commit to
supporting development and
maintenance of our uniquely Nova
Scotian parks, trails, and protected
areas.”

The PCs will be “introducing our
environmental legislation in the first
sitting of the legislature that will
develop a provincial active
transportation strategy and explore
options to help deliver more active
transportation options, such as
walking trails, cycling paths, and
other forms of active mobility.”

The NDP states that it is
“unacceptable that less than 0.1
percent of the budget of the
Department of Transportation and
Active Transit actually goes toward
active transportation.” It “would
extend funding to other programs
that provide related infrastructure.” It
“would protect all remaining areas
identified in the Parks and Protected
Areas strategy, and be an active
participant in maintaining and
building trails in all of Nova Scotia’s
parks and protected areas. An NDP
government would partner with
communities to find new
opportunities to build trails and
related infrastructure.”

4. Do you have a plan for NS to reach 30 percent land protection by 2030?

Canada is a signatory to the International Convention on Biological Diversity which commits to 30 percent land
protection nation-wide by 2030. Nova Scotia has only reached 13 percent protection.

We could get to 14 per cent simply by designating all the areas in the 2013 Parks and Protected Areas (a
document created with a great deal of consultation and stakeholder input).

Hike Nova Scotia believes our province needs to establish and work toward more ambitious goals and thereby
contribute to the federal effort. The relatively small amount of Crown land in Nova Scotia is a reason to protect
more Crown land because so much private land is out of reach of provincial protection.

Liberal PC NDP
The Liberals are “proud of work
done” and “must attempt to find
balance.” They are “committed to
increasing protected areas in the
future.”

The PCs state that “at least 20% of
the total land and water mass of
Nova Scotia will be legally protected
for nature conservation by 2030”
and they “will implement the Nova
Scotia Our Parks and Protected
Areas Plan, wherein approximately
125 identified sites from this plan
are awaiting legal protection.”

The NDP “would chart a path to
reach 25 percent by 2025 and 30
percent by 2030”, “protect all
remaining areas of the original 2013
Parks and Protected Areas Plan,
including Owls Head
Provincial Park.” It “would begin
public consultations to identify new
protected areas” and “would pass
an Owls Head Act, to prevent
government from delisting areas
pending official protection without
first undergoing public consultation
process.” It would “impose a
moratorium on all clear-cutting on
Crown lands until the Forest
Management Guides are complete
and Crown lands are divided in the
triad model as outlined in the Lahey
Report” and “work closely with
Mi’kmaw communities groups to

2 of 3



develop more indigenous-led
protected areas.”

5. What is your commitment to fully implement the Lahey Report on forestry?

The Lahey report was released in 2018. Hike Nova Scotia believes the policy of “Talk and Cut” must end - too
much irreplaceable old forests has been lost already while we have waited for the forestry review and while we
continue to wait for its implementation.

Liberal PC NDP
The Liberals are “committed to
implementing the Lahey Report.”

The PCs “will fully implement the
Lahey Report on Forestry.”

The NDP is “committed to fully
implementing the Lahey Report
without delay” and an “NDP
government would also implement a
moratorium on clear-cutting on
Crown lands until the Forest
Management Guides are in place
and Crown lands are divided in the
triad model as outlined in the Lahey
Report.”

6. Will you re-designate Owls Head as a provincial park reserve?

The lack of transparency around the delisting of Owl’s Head was troubling enough. The idea that any proposed
protected area could be delisted and sold without first telling the public, let alone consulting all the stakeholders, is
a sad precedent and an affront to democratic norms.

The Parks and Protected Areas Plan of 2013 was created with a great deal of consultation and stakeholder input
and so Hike NS believes that the province should designate all the areas proposed in the plan and many more
besides.

Liberal PC NDP
The Liberals say “any potential
future sale requires the developer to
prepare a public engagement plan,
that the province must approve,
before a sale could be considered.”

The PCs state that “any property on
a protected list should stay on a
protected list unless a Court directs
otherwise”, we “need to understand
what was signed behind those
closed doors” and “everything
pauses until we figure that out.”

The NDP says yes, it “would protect
all remaining areas of the original
2013 Parks and Protected Areas
Plan, including Owls Head
Provincial Park” and it is “committed
to consulting with the public and
Mi’kmaw communities to
identify and establish new protected
areas.”
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