
Speak Up for Trails: Provincial Election 2021

Hike Nova Scotia is asking the leaders of all four provincial political parties for their stance on trails
and wilderness. We will summarize responses from Party Leaders and make them public online.
Here is what we’re asking the leaders:

We know that Nova Scotians love our trails. We think they deserve support and investment.
Hike Nova Scotia (Hike NS) has been encouraging and promoting hiking, walking and
snowshoeing throughout Nova Scotia since 2007. We are the voice of the hiking community in
Nova Scotia with a membership representing over 2,500. Our reach goes even further on social
media where we enjoy a combined following of over 80,000 people.

Hiking and walking are growing activities and Nova Scotians identified them as their top physical
activities in a 2016 provincial-municipal survey. Hiking and connecting with nature improves
physical health, mental health, social well-being, economic prosperity and environmental
protection. The tourism industry is heavily reliant on hiking, as one of the top three outdoor tourist
activities. Outdoor enthusiasts like hikers stay longer and spend more than most other types of
tourists in Nova Scotia.

Many of our trails in parks and protected areas are at risk due to lack of funding to properly
maintain them. Many of our local community trails are managed by volunteer groups who are
struggling to keep up with their maintenance. Wilderness areas are under threat and need
protection.

Questions

1. How committed are you to the goals of the Shared Strategy for Trails in Nova Scotia?
● Ensuring provincial government contributions to trails are efficient and effective
● Diversifying, enlarging and stabilizing the financial base for trails
● Securing access to strategic lands and waterways for trails
● Promoting our trails

2. Do you support increased funding for volunteer, community-based trail groups to maintain
and build trails?

3. Do you have a plan to better fund trails and related infrastructure in provincial parks and
protected areas?

4. Canada is a signatory to the International Convention on Biological Diversity which commits to
30 percent land protection nation-wide by 2030. Nova Scotia has only reached 13 percent
protection. Do you have a plan for NS to reach this goal?

5. What is your commitment to fully implement the Lahey Report on forestry?
6. Will you re-designate Owls Head as a provincial park reserve?

https://novascotia.ca/trailstrategy/
https://novascotia.ca/natr/forestry/Forest_Review/Lahey_FP_Review_Report_ExecSummary.pdf

