
 

 

 

July 29, 2021 
 

Hike Nova Scotia 
Janet Barlow, Executive Director 
VIA EMAIL: info@hikenovascotia.ca 
 
I am pleased to respond to our questionnaire as follows: 

Questions 

1. How committed are you to the goals of the Shared Strategy for Trails in Nova Scotia? 

• Ensuring provincial government contributions to trails are efficient and effective 

• Diversifying, enlarging, and stabilizing the financial base for trails 

• Securing access to strategic lands and waterways for trails 

• Promoting our trails 

o Nova Scotia’s outdoors is part of what makes us the crown jewel of Canada. We know 
it’s one of the main reasons why people visit and move here. To ensure the tourism 
industry thrives, a PC government will increase the Tourism Nova Scotia marketing 
budget by $2 million that partners with local operators and focuses on homegrown 
tourism and can be leveraged to other markets as appropriate. A PC government also 
knows how important trails are for visitors and residents of Nova Scotia, and that it is 
necessary to reduce the variables that would impede their ability to exist and grow. 

2. Do you support increased funding for volunteer, community-based trail groups to maintain and build 
trails? 

• The details of additional funding for volunteer-based activities will have to be reviewed upon 
forming the government. We are in support of growing this sector and are eager to explore all 
options. 

3. Do you have a plan to better fund trails and related infrastructure in provincial parks and protected 
areas? 

• We are committed to introducing our environmental legislation in the first sitting of the 
legislature that will develop a provincial active transportation strategy and explore options to 
help deliver more active transportation options, such as walking trails, cycling paths, and other 
forms of active mobility, which are a complementary tool that can reduce reliance on cars and 
provide healthy transportation alternatives. The Department of Environment along with the  
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Departments of Health and Communities, Culture and Heritage will work together to identify 
mechanisms to enhance active transportation opportunities in each community. 

4. Canada is a signatory to the International Convention on Biological Diversity which commits to 30 
percent land protection nation-wide by 2030. Nova Scotia has only reached 13 percent protection. Do 
you have a plan for NS to reach this goal?  

• Under a PC government, at least 20% of the total land and water mass of Nova Scotia will be 
legally protected for nature conservation by 2030. This “Protected Areas” network will now 
include Indigenous Protected and Conserved Areas. We will also work hand in glove with the 
federal government, who have set their own ambitious target of protecting 25% of Canada’s 
lands and oceans by 2025. 

• With approximately 70% of landmass being owned privately, this target is an ambitious one. We 
will include the same protected areas in the Enviro-Goals and Climate Change Reduction Act 
(EGCCRA) as well as add water mass as a targeted protected area. 

• We will also implement the Nova Scotia Our Parks and Protected Areas Plan, wherein 
approximately 125 identified sites from this plan are awaiting legal protection. At present, all 
that’s required is an Order-in-Council to ensure the protection of these areas. 

5. What is your commitment to fully implement the Lahey Report on forestry? 

• We will fully implement the Lahey Report on Forestry. 

6. Will you re-designate Owls Head as a provincial park reserve? 

• Our position is that any property on a protected list should stay on a protected list unless a 
Court directs otherwise. I will not allow this type of situation to happen under my watch and I 
certainly wouldn’t instigate it like Iain Rankin did. That said, first, we need to understand what 
he actually signed behind those closed doors. My position is that everything pauses until we 
figure that out. If Rankin has committed the province to something we will need to understand 
that. 

Sincerely, 
 

 

Tara Miller 
Campaign Co-Chair 
PC Party of Nova Scotia 

 


