
Questions

1. How committed are you to the goals of the Shared Strategy for Trails in Nova Scotia?

○ Ensuring provincial government contributions to trails are efficient and effective

○ Diversifying, enlarging and stabilizing the financial base for trails

○ Securing access to strategic lands and waterways for trails

○ Promoting our trails

The Nova Scotia Liberal Party is committed to expanding trail access across the
province. We strongly believe that trails improve community health and individual
fitness and wellbeing. We also see the economic growth potential for
communities with improved infrastructure, economic growth and increased
tourism.

2. Do you support increased funding for volunteer, community-based trail groups to
maintain and build trails?

The Liberal government would continue supports for trail development through
several funds including the Community Trails Leadership Fund, Engineering
Assistance Grant Program, expansion grants and maintenance programs.

3. Do you have a plan to better fund trails and related infrastructure in provincial parks
and protected areas?

In 2019-2020 government funded 28 projects that will connect more Nova
Scotian’s to outdoor activities and healthier lifestyles. This was an investment of
over $972,000.

The Covid-19 pandemic highlighted how important our beautiful outdoors
recreation and leisure areas are. The Liberal Party will commit to supporting
development and maintenance of our uniquely Nova Scotian parks, trail, and
protected areas.

4. Canada is a signatory to the International Convention on Biological Diversity which
commits to 30 percent land protection nation-wide by 2030. Nova Scotia has only
reached 13 percent protection. Do you have a plan for NS to reach this goal?



The Nova Scotia Liberal party is proud of the work we have done to increase the
percentage of protected area. Now more than ever, protected areas are important
for Nova Scotians. They help us protect biodiversity, offer opportunities for
recreation and research, and support both our mental and physical health. In
February, the Liberal government announced it will achieve its 13% land
protection goal and we have announced an additional 62 sites since the
beginning of this year. Since 2013, more than 150 sites have been protected and
we have expanded parks and protected areas.

Nova Scotia is unique in that it only has 30% total crown land. We must attempt
to find balance. However, we are committed to increasing protected areas in the
future.

5. What is your commitment to fully implement the Lahey Report on forestry?

The Liberal Party is committed to implementing the Lahey Report and is making
real progress in this endeavor. The new guidance tools for mixed forests and
high-production forestry zones were recently released and we can now shifting to
implementation planning and training.

6. Will you re-designate Owls Head as a provincial park reserve?

Regarding the development of land at Owls Head.

● No sale of the land has occurred at this time.

● Any potential future sale requires the developer to prepare a public engagement
plan, that the province must approve, before a sale could be considered. This
has not happened.

● The Crown does not own the land along the coast. It is already privately owned.

● A judicial review is ongoing. No decision by the Court has yet been announced.

The Liberal Party is taking bold steps to protect our environment, reduce
emissions and tackle climate change. Nova Scotia is a national leader in fighting
climate change. We have the most ambitious targets in the country for reducing
greenhouse gas emissions. The Rankin government has committed to increasing
our Renewable Energy Standard to 80%. We’ve added renewable energy to our
grid, and we’ve developed tidal, solar and wind energy. Consultations on the
Costal Protection Act as well as the Sustainable Development Goals Act and the
Climate Action Plan are underway.

And we are committed to do more to protect the environment for future
generations to enjoy.




