
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Open Houses Coming Soon  
Curious about what’s happening at Parks Canada in 
Cape Breton and Canso this year? Come see us at one 
of our open houses! This year, find out about upcoming 
events, activities and what you need to know about 
infrastructure projects happening across the Island. 
Pick a date and location most convenient for you: 
 
April 18, 5 p.m. to 7 p.m., at Le Club des Retraités de 
Chéticamp in Chéticamp, NS. 
April 19, 5 p.m. to 7 p.m., at the Cabot Fire Hall in 
Cape North, NS. 
May 8, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. at the Alexander Graham Bell National Historic Site in Baddeck, NS.  
May 15, 5 p.m. to 7 p.m., at the Louisbourg Fire Hall.  
 
Free admission for 17 and under 
As announced during the most recent federal budget, admission to Parks Canada 
places for youth 17 and under will now be free every year! That includes all 
national parks, national historic sites, and national marine conservation areas 
operated by Parks Canada. Parks Canada is inviting Canadian families and their 
children, and youth and school groups to learn more about our history and nature 
around us. From lighthouses to battlefields, historic neighbours to contributions 
and traditions of Indigenous Peoples, there is an amazing array of places and 
stories to discover. Regular fees still apply for other experiences and services, 
such as camping, backcountry and other accommodations, guided tours and 
hikes and programs not usually included with admission, as well as some special 
event fees. 

Sneak Peak at the 2018 Season 
Spring is just around the corner. Here’s a sneak peak at the 2018 season at Parks Canada in Cape Breton and Canso: 
 
Discover Indigenous customs and traditions with Parks Canada and the Mi’kmaq of Nova Scotia at the Mi’kmaw 
Interpretative Centre at the Fortress of Louisbourg National Historic Site; a place for Indigenous communities in 
Unama’ki (Cape Breton) to tell their story, promote their culture and answer visitor questions about Indigenous life on 
Cape Breton Island. The Mi’kmaw communities of Cape Breton represent Membertou, Potlotek, Wagmatcook, Eskasoni, 
We’kgoma’q and Paqtnkek.  
 

Check out the Virtual Reality Experience at the Alexander Graham Bell National 
Historic Site. This new experience allows visitors to immerse themselves in the 
history of the hydrofoil and engage in an exciting race at the helm of Alexander 
Graham Bell’s HD-4 hydrofoil. Dr. Bell passed away without ever having ridden in his 
hydrofoil. Now, in 2018, we can all have the chance to share in this (virtual) 
experience! Visitors aged 13 and older may enjoy the experience using goggles, a 
headset and a rumble seat. Visitors under age 13 can experience an adapted 
version, using a screen, earphones and rumble seat. This is a collaboration between 
Atlantic Canada Opportunities Agency, Alexander Graham Bell Museum Association 
and Parks Canada. 

Looking for adventure? Not sure where to start? Grab a compass (we'll lend you one); pack your sack (we'll tell you what 
to bring); and follow us into the backcountry for Learn-to Adventure at Cape Breton Highlands National Park! Allow a 
park interpreter to guide you on an exclusive backcountry journey. Awaken your senses as you explore remote waterfalls, 
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tranquil lakes, swooping panoramic views and tall cliff-bound river canyons. Learn skills that will allow you to adventure 
wherever you may be. Discover the park secrets with exclusive hikes off the beaten track. 

Join Mary-Louise Bernard, Parks Canada interpreter, author and former Chief of 
Wagmatcook First Nation, in Cape Breton Highlands National Park to hear the story of 
the Sweet Water Maiden. Based on oral history, it shares the Mi’kmaw story of the 
discovery of maple syrup, a gift from Mother Earth, as told to Mary Louise Bernard by her 
mother. By bringing awareness to Mi’kmaw culture, this program recognises the 
importance of our natural environment, and brings to light our relationship with trees. 
 
Since time immemorial, many Indigenous cultures use sacred smoke made from medicinal 
plants for a spiritual cleansing. It is a ceremonial way to cleanse a person, place or an 
object of negative energies or influences. Today, elders recommend that smudge should 
be done in our daily lives, schools and workplace to promote healing. Join Mary-Louise 
and learn about and participate in a Mi’kmaw smudging ceremony at Cape Breton 
Highlands National Park. 

 

Discovery Pass 
If you plan to visit more than one national park, national historic site or national marine conservation area this year, 
consider purchasing the 2018 Discovery Pass. A single pass gets you in! Consider these benefits: 

 Unlimited admission for a full year at over 80 Parks Canada places  

 Faster entry and greater convenience 

 Big savings (can pay for itself in as little as seven days) 

 Valid for 12 full months from date of purchase 

Plus, your fees help us maintain and protect the national historic sites, national parks and national marine conservation 
areas that you love! Passes are available at www.commandesparcs-parksorders.ca. 

 

http://www.pc.gc.ca/en/voyage-travel/admission/particip
http://www.commandesparcs-parksorders.ca/

